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 - Thou ſhalt not follow a altitude; to do evil, 


| Manh. 7. 13-26: 
' Enter yee in at the frait- gate , for wide is the Way that 
leadeth to deſtruftion, and many there be Wbich goe in | 
thereat : Becauſe Frrazt ts the gate, and narrow 
is the way Which leadeth unto life, and 
few there bee that finde it. | 
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ABJURATION OF POPE- 


To the courtcous Reader, 


 (Pureows Reader, in theſe ſus- 
ſequent pages, exciſe pray thee, the 
ſhortneſſe of the matter, and the riudeneſſe 
of the ſtyle , and attribute that to my cal- 
ling, being long a Souldiour; and this tomy 
education , which hath beene more out * 
my nite Coentrie than in it, and make 
thy uſe of the matter which 1 bave ſet 
downe for thy well, rather than to cenſure 


tbe defect of my language. Farewell. 


A STARE FMT 3 TOS 


LORD bee mercifull unto me, heale my ſout , 
| for 1 have ſinned azaiuſl thee. 
| PSAL, xli. is 


0 . 


s His day (right Honourable 
Reverend, and Welbcloved, in - > 
our common Lord and Saviour 
Chriſt Jeſus ) is keeped very [0- 
2 lcmne and holy, by theſe who 
} equalize;yea prefer ſome of their 
9 tabulous ſaints dayes, to the 
Lords owne day . in reſpec of the relation they hb 
ſay it hath to che Apoſtle Bartholomew, who being at my | 

excoriat, ſhould have ſuffered martyrdome on ſuch vita Sandi: 
| a day; but of You is ſolemnized, to the end Yee 4% 
| may behold a poore wretched {inner., pull off and _ 
throw away his old skin of Popiſh Idolatrie and ſu- IE 
perſtition , thar he may compeare in the fight of te tpt:c!: 
God and men, with a:new garment of righteouſ-- x1. 22:23) 
neſle, dyced inthe blood of ?hat 7nmaculat Lambe, x. - 
who taketh away the fins of the world, belt, 

I know that my prelence for this action will be 
no {mall ſubje& of admirationto youall that heare 
and {ce me this day, for truclie, I finde it to m 
felt, ſo thar I may juſtly fay with the Apoſtle , 
7 am made a ffeacle unto the world, and to Angels, 105-49, 
and to men. To the wicked world a ſpectacic of in- | 
dignationand hatred;tor quiting 1t, and taking me t0 
the preciovs blood of my Saviour Chriſt, To the 
g00d Angels, at the converiion of atinner: To men, 
of compaſiion and a In youy I perceave 
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this admiration to be joined with joy and pladneſſe, 
conſidering the,diligent care of your ſweet LORD, 


_ and loving Maſter, in bringing home your loſt broz 


12, 
Pfal. - I9, 


'I76, 


ther upon the ſhoulders of His mercie, to His 
owne ſheepfold 2 in me poore Publican with ſhame. 


. and confuſion of face, bcholding my long ſuffering 
" God, and you from whom TI have gone, alace, too- 


lone aſtray. In you with pitie and compaſſion , to- 
view me thus cruelly tormented with ſo many rave- 
ning wolfes, in me with indignation, for ſuffering 
my {clf to be deceaved ſo long with theſe infer- 
nall theeves - In you, with praiſe andthankſgiving, 


'to {ce me brought home againe alive z in me, with 


teare and trembling of my Saviours wrath for go- 


ng and ſtraying fo longaſtray, 


Nouy to give ſatisfatiohin ſome meaſure to your 


admiration ,' I will let you underſtand the cauſe 


| Pl}. 42.4. 


thereof, that is, my curſed life in P operie, ard 
how it hath pleaſed my gratious God'to convert , 
me from it, exponing theſe few words of the roy- 
all Prophet , Loyd be mercifull unto me , heale my 


ſoul, for I have finned againſt thee. In which words 


yee may perceave, that the Prophet having gone 
aſtray touched with remorſe of conſcience, firit | 


he returneth to his God with unfeincd repentance, 


and beggeth pardon for his ſins, Lora be merciful © 
ants 318 ; Next, becauſe his ſoul was deadlie woun- 
ded, he prayeth earncſtlie for the health of it, head 
2) ſoul; And thirdlie, he gives the reaſon of his 
petition, for 1 have ſenned againſt thee, In imitation- . 
of this mightie King, now turned a humble ſup- , 
plicant, I minde, Godwilling, to- ſhow y _ ; 
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things followiag. 1. How I have wounded my 


ſoule, and ſinned, by following of Poperie, 1 have 
ſininzd againſt the. 2. How it hath pleaſed God. 


of his only mercieto heale my ſoul in his own time: 


Heale my ſoul 3. I ſhall crave pardon firſt of God, 
thea of my deare Countrey-men, in Scotland, of 
you that bee heere preſent , and of all theſe who. 


profcile with finceritie the reformed Religion , ac- 


cording to Gods written word ,, ſaying, LORD be _ - 
merciful ato me: 4, And laſtlie, I ſhall anſwere | 


feſhon, and heartic reiolution. . 


Concerning the fiiſt point , rhe words containe - 
foure things worthie of conſideration; 1. The per- 
ſon that hath ſinned. in the word (1) 2. The per- 


_ to tome idle objections againſtthis my fincerecon: . 


ſon againſt whom the finis committed, inthe word 


(thee) 3. Them it ſelf, in theword ( ſraned ) and 


4+ the madneſle of a ſinner, to oppole himſelfe a- - 
goinſt ſo ſtrong a.partic as GOD, inthe word. 
( 2gain#t) Neither will T inſiſt upon the word (have ) | 


ſupponing this confeſhon of the Prophets, and mine 


to be of bygone ſins, whereof remorſe of conſcience-, 


draweth us.to a confeſſion ; nor minde 1 to be cu- 


rious, expaning the literall, anagogicall, tropolo- - 


gicall, or other ſenſes of the words; becauſe I in- 


tend only to make a relation of my life in Popetie, 


with an abjnration of the ſame, and not a preaching, 


knowing that no man ſhould take that calling upon 
him, but he who was called of God, as was Aaron, 

- But to. come to the words, this particle ( 7) firit 
ſhoweth the qualitie of the perſon that fins, I that 
2M a King, quorh. the Prophet, have ſinned againſt 


thee, 
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thee, whicn conſideration doeth likewiſe aggravate 
wy 10; tor I may ſay, I who was brought up of 

honourable parents, with a moſt religious Miniſter 
of Gods word, for the ſpace of fix years have f1n- 

ncd, renouncing that Heavenly doctrine which I 

Icarned of them; I who had exponed my life in 

the wars, to all hazards whereto that calling is ſub- 

jc, ſundrie years in Germanie, for the overthrow 

of Poperie; was not a year out. of the wars,till in 

my travels paſſing through 1ralze, I was made a 

prey in Florence, by an Enzlz/h Teſuite, called Thom 

on or Gerard, both to his religion and protcfſion, 

This word may likewiſe ſerve for reproof to thoſe 

who delight more in deſcriving their neighbours 
- —S {1ns, than confeſsirg their owne, forgectull of our 
Marth, >, Saviours words , TJudze NOT ; that ee be not judged, 

3.2.5 forwith what judgement yee judgeyee ſhall be judged, 

And thereafter , Thou hypocrite, firit caſt out the beame 
ent of thine own ce, aud then (halt thou ſee clearltic; 

zo caſt ont the moat out of thy brothers eye. 

The ſecond thing conlider2ble heere, is the per- 
ſon. offended, againſt whom I have ſinned, and this 
= #5 God Almighrie, for avaitiſt GOD are all ſinnes 
3 which are cotnmured either mediatly or immedi- 
L141.51.4. atly; againſt thee only have T ſinned; and done this evill 
in thy fight, The words may ſerve for contutation 
and admonition; confutationof the Papiſlts errour, 
who confeſle their {ins to earthly men, and not to 
God, receiving forgivenetle of their Prieſt. I faid 
"and not to God) whereat-I know they will take 
exceptions, but they nced not, for millions of them 
- confeſſe, who ſcattdlie know aftiy other God' bit 
F- - | the 
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the Prieſt, who hath his ſtile booke of interroga- 
' tories, where to they an{were, and thercaftcr arc 
abſolved; moreover, al:hough they know GOD, 
yet I am perſwaded, that confeſſing to the Prieſt, 
they confeſſe not to G9D, becauſe GOD delires nor 
the Pricſts hc!p,, for he ſoycth Come rntomeall ye 
that labour, and are heave loagen ; and'T mill give 
Jou reſt, &c. and yee ſhall inde refl unto _— 
And the Royall Prophet {ayerh, 1 acknowle 

fin unto thee, an4mint iniquitie have I not hid, 1 /1id 


ced my 


Mat. 11, 23; 


1 will confeſſe my tranſgre//ions unto the LORD, and Pu. 31. 5 


thon forgaveſt the iniquitie of my ſin, The |poore 


Publican ſaid not , Ghoſtlic father , but ®O D ve jp, x9, 


mercifull uato me a ſinner: And Johy giveth us this 
aſiurance , that, 7f'we confeſie our. ſins, he ws faiih- 
ſull, to forgive #5.0ur ftus, and to cleanſe 1 from all 
#nrighteouſnegſe. Thirdlie, c11 the Jeſuzts that cver 
have written {cholaſtick divinitie,agrce in one voice, 
that the remiſsion of the conteſled (ins to the Pricſ}, 


is done by the-contrition of the heart, which co. 


trition muſt preceed ( as-they confeſle) the P rieſts 
abſ{olution, either by prioritie of time, or of nature; 
and therefore, abſolution, and conteſsion of, and 
ro Prieſts are altogether: unneceſlatie, except 1t be 
to informe #at Man of Sn of all his: clients intenti- 


' ons of hearr, and actions whatſoever ; for they muſt | 


confeſlſe to their Pariſh: Prieſt all their thoughts , 
words; and: deeds, ohce at leaſt inthe yeere, un- 
der the-paine of eternal condemnation ; or elſe 
to gather in moneyes by teſtiturion; almes, penance 
for great fins tothe Cloiſters, and ſuch like ends : 


but heere I will not inſiſt upon the knaverie of - 
0. DE _ auriculars .- 
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_ auriculare confeſſion, hoping in GOD- to let it be 


— 


better known heereafter to the world. 


| They ferve for admonition of my ingratitudeto-. 
wards my good GOD, and pratious Lord; againſt 


_ the Lord I Have ſinned, who eleQed me to glory, 


before the foundarion of the world; who created 
me in time, to thy owne fimilitude and likeneſſe, 
who by wicthdrawing-of hy helping hand , mighe 
haye redacted me to nothing againe, and yet by 
thy Divine providence , thou haſt conferved me, 


: fo long from many perils and dangers, and-given 


me fo large time of repentance; who furniſh:d me 


- with good education, and beſtowed feyerall good 


-Rom3.10 


gifts of nature upon me- O more than bratiſh in= 
gratitude! Thou gave thy only begotten Son formy 
fins, when I was thine enemie; and I have.gone 
about-to deſtroy thy glory , and his kingdome ; 
but yet my comfort is, that, 1f when we were enc- 
mies, we were reconcealed toGOD , by the death of bus 
Son, much- more betnz reconciled , -we ſhall be ſaved 
by bk life, 

Thirdly , I muſtrelate rhe ſins themſelves which 
I have committed againſt this gratious GOD, Alice 
LORD , I have ſinned arainft thee, negleRing that 


- precious time of -my yourh , wherein I imployed 


-more my underſtanding to learning, then my will 


 topietie, attending rather to becomea good [cholter 
' then a good Chriſtian, conferring more with Arj- 
: Fotle , and his folowers , than with Chri/#-and his 
e<Apoſttes ;"T have ſinned by curiofitie , expoſing 

' my felfin fotraine Countries ,' elpeciallie in 1/a/ze, 


tooccaſiony-in- conference, -and-diſputing with the 
Jeſuits, 
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Jefuits , who knew cunninglie how to circumveene 


me, and can worke their owne ends; I have ftnned 


| by weakeandinconſtant facilitic, yeelding too ſoone 


to theiralluring deluſions; I have ſinned uſing too 
. much diligence in drinking the cup of their pefti- 
ferous doctrine , the ſpace of nine yeeres, both in 
Ttalie and France, where I ſtudied three yeeres to 


their deceitfull philoſophie , foure yeeres to their 


ſophiſticall diviaitiez and two yceres to their hy- 
pocriticall ſuperſtition, or ſuperſtitious hypocritie, 


in their Noviriate at Rome; I have f{inned,defiring 


{o earneſtlie after my ſtudies to returne tomy coun» 
trey, for ſeducing of others, as I had becne ſedu- 
ced my {clf, uſing all the tricks and conceats whicl 


the wit of man, or hell could affoord me, to de- 


ceave the Godly: True it is, that I had rare ma- 
ſters in this calling , and good help to- performe 
my duetie, to wit , an ample power to difpenic 
with all things bo:h to my ſelf and others : Ihave 


 finned,, imploying my wits and travels to fe- 
duce GODS clect, rhe {pace cf two or three yeats, 


for the moſt part , in the North, amongſt my 
friends , ins and about <Aberdcene , Elgtn * and 


Ban fi as hkewiſe-in Cathnes, where I lived more 


asan yeare Chamerlane and Baillie ro my Lord 
of Berriedail; (this office I made choice of that 


by the frequent yarietie of people I might worke 
my owne ends, without ſuſpicion.) I have ſinned 
by wreſting of Scriptures, perfwading others to be- 
lieve that whereof I had no evidence ia GODS word, 
4 have'ſinned ,, diſtilling my-brancs to finde-out 
meanes, make great journeyes to ohtaine them, and 
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AUK. IS. 


HCS,9. 5, 


Levit1o.2, 


_ 2 Sam.6.7 


Numb.16. 


Hag. 2, 0. 


propone them to high perſonages, for the extirpa- 
tion of GODS true religion in Scotland; I have fin- 
ned; by not living ſo dueritully to my GOD theſe 
three yeeres bygone, (tor folong time have 7 beene 
a ſeeming member of the true reformed Church of 
God) as became atrue and ſtncere reformed Chri- 
ſtian Theſe, and many more are the gericvous fins 
wherewith loaden, with the Publican, I ſtandafar- 
of, not worthie ſo much as to litt up mine eyes 
unto heaven, but ſmitting my breaſt, ſay, GOD be 
mercifull unto me a ſinner. 

Fourth, and laſtly , the word ( againft) drawes 
me to a conſideration of my madnclle , oppoſing 
my ſelf againſt ſo ſtrong a partieas God, W hat! 
knew 71 not 'that it were hard for mcto kicke azai; ſt 
the pricks? Knew T1 not poore Nadab, and Abibu, 
potwithſtandinethey werethe ſons of Aaron, were 
deſtroyed for offering ſtrange fire? £474 there wont. 
ont fire from the Lord, and divourcd th-m, anith.y 
died before the Lord. Knew 1 not, that Vz2a, was 
{mote to death, for layirg his hand of good intcn= 
"tion to uphold the Ark from talling, being ſhaken 
with the oxen that drew it? <Ard the anzer of the 
Fordwas kindled anainſt V22ah , and GOD ſmote him 
there for his erronr , aud there he died, before the ark 
of 50D. Knew I not that Corah, Dathan, and A%7. 
ram, although they were Levies, were {wa'lowed 
up quicke for m.urmuring againſt Moſes? A nd the 
earth opened her mouth , and ſwallowed them up, and 
their houſes , and all the men that pertained unto Co. 
rah, and all their goods. Knew I not thy almigh- 
tic power , by the Prophet ſpeaking this of thee? |, 


15. 
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And I will ſhake the heavens , and the earth, and 


the ſta , and the dry land: Knew I not that thou 
art the GOD of hoſts, having infinice multitude of 
Angels for thy ſouldiours, with all the reſt of thy 
creatures, as inſtruments of thy juſt wrath, andin- 


digftation againſt ſinners? O inrolerable madneſle. 


of mine! This all,and much more I knew,and yet per- 
ſiſted in my wickedneſleagaint ſo ſtrong a partie. 
O infinite Ocean , and ſuperaboundant treaſure of 


mercic! Whar ſhallI ſay? I poore naughtie worme, 


yea, duſt, oppoted my ſelf to that great GOD of 
heaven and earih, by ſuch kind2 of gricyous ins , 


and hainous crimes; as idolatrie, taking away of his 


olorie, tpoiling him of his offices, taking upon me 
his authoritie , by. forgiving of ſins, and ſuch likes 
and yet he out of his Fatherly love deliſted not to do 
me good, preſerving me from many perils and dani- 
gers,, both in peſt, wars, and travels : roborating 
my memorie to receave, and keep great diver{itte 
of. languages, and f{trengthning my underſtanding 
to learne the experience » and goyernement of di- 
verſe. kingdomes, and :Countrcys. Lord , I conti- 
nucd: to offend thee, and thou cominued to bleffe 
me;i Deare Saviour, who.will: conlider theſe wotte 
derfull works of thine on mee , and not likewiſe 
confelle with me, that thou. art , a father of mercie 
and GOD of all comfort? That not only by nature, 


that alſoby miſcariage 7 was-4 childe of Wrath, but 


GOD; who & rich in merdge; far hft great love where- 


' with he laved me, even\when 1 was tead jn ſous, bath 
-quickned m2. Now trucly 1 fee moſt loving Father, 
hat. 2 how. mult bare merci? (in; whom thou; wilt have 
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Exod, 34. 


Plal,145.9 


merce , and wilt have compaſſion on whom thou wilt 


have compaſſion: And contequentlic,? may proclame. 


the Lord, the Lord God mercifull, and grattous, loyg 


ſuffering, and abundant in goodneffe and truths and 


conclude this firſt point with the Prophet David, 
that thy tender merctes are over all thy works. For 


moſt- mecke father, although I have moſt prie-. 


vouſlie ſinned againſt thee , yet thou haſt beene: 
moſt mercitullunto me, Glory, Honour, and Praiſe, 
be unto thy holy Name therefore. 

This my Confeſſion and acknowledgement o 
the mercies of GOD towards me, are not done by 


- me to courage others , in the. continuance of. their, 


£Euteb, 


 Matth;*7, 
28d 5, 


Tay 1.28. 


Luk. I3.5 


{ins ; For that ſame GOD, who our of his free mers 
Cic, {pared me for atime, he deſtroyed with thuns 
der from heaven that tyrannous apoſtate J«/iar in 
the heat of his fin, crying out with deſparc, Thou 
haſt overcome O Gllilean: and ſuffered Jadasto enter 
into deſperation, at the fight of the greatneſie-of 
his {1n, and cut off his miſerable life -with:his Own 
hands, I know that the Propher ſaycth, rhaugh your 
bns be as shavlet they ſhall be as white as. ſnow , though 
they be red as crim{one, they (hall be as woole,, Yet 
Chriſt Jeſus, the maſter of all Prophets fayeth' 
thereafter, but except yee repent, yee ſhall all likewiſ pe- 
riſh, for as GOD, is mercitull , ſo is He likewiſe 
juſt. © 

| That worthie Doctor Auſt ine ſayeth, Humanum 
ef peccare, Diabolicum perſeverare, & Angelicam re- 


ſwrgere: It is a humane thing to tall in fin, a devi- 


liſh to perſevere therein, and an angdlick, or ſuper- 
nacurall, to riſe from. it, . Therefore, Daving in = 
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firit point of this diſcourſe ſhowne you, how it 
hath. pleaſed .God to ſuffer me to. fall by kumane 
fragilitie, and deviliſh perſeverance in that moanſtru- 


_ ous {in of Poperic: In this ſecond I will, Godwil- 
ling, let you underſtand, how it bath. pleaſed God. 


to raiſe me.up, from that Lithargie of ſuperſtitious 


idolatrie, and heale, my ſoul wounded with Pope- 
rie, which was the ſecond thing proponed by mee. 


in the beginning, 


Upon thefe. words, Heale my ſoule, .T might ex- 


patiar my ſelf, and amplifie rhis diſcourſe largely, 


with two. confiderations ; Firſt, inquiring wherein 


conſiſteth the health and perfection of. mans poore 
wounded fſoule; and. ſecondly, conſidering the na- 


ture and. properties of the foule which is healed » 
touching the, firſt, I might have to. doe with three * 
ſorts of perſons, morale Philoſophers, ſcholaRick Di- - 
vines,and erroneem Papiſts, Showing the firſt,thatthe 


perfection,. health, and happineſle of our foul doth 
not conſiſt-in worldly: pleaſures, riches, ſenſuall 


luſts,. carnall concupiſcences, adaption of morall_ 


yertues, ſpeculation, or contemplation of Gods cres 
atures,.or in the dominion of the foule of man 0o- 


ver his. owne paſhons, as many of them have had - 


theſe ſeverall opinions, . 


Diſcourſing with the ſecond, and trying, whether 


_ or not that eternall. felicitie, and happineſle of our - 


ſowles ,. doeth conſiſt in the aftions of the: under- 


ſtanding, or of the, will, or.of both, and in what 


kinde: And refuting the third in four points; firſt, 


Letting them ſce their errour, when they imploy- 


theis Saints.at Rowe, Lores, Galaria, and where they, 


- 
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think expedicnt for health to their ſoule , beſides 


Chriſt, or betweene them and Chriſt: 2, Showing 
them that rhe Sacrament of Baptiſme'is not ſo ab- 
ſolute a ſalve, butir leaveth behinde it the root and 
ſeed of fin, fomitem peccati. 3. Demonſtrating to 
them, that mans good works, although they -be ro- 
kens or ſ{ymptomes, yet are they not the cure and 
ſalve of the health of mans poore woundedſoule: 


And 4. Thar, that true meane of the health of our 


Auguſtto* 
- Iloq..- 


ſoule, Repentance, is not to be defiled by their au- 
ricular confeſſion, and execrable ſatisfaction, bur is 
to be underſtood of a broken and contrite heart, 
applying by faita the deare merits of thar precious 
blood of Jeius Chriſt, ro our poore wounded ſouls. 


But all theſe points of doctrine, with their {everall 


ſpirituall obſervations and uſes, I remic toan other 
time and place, giving them Auzuſtines rcfolution 
for all their queitions, (reaſti vos Domin? proper 
te, & inquietum eft cor noſtrum, donec requieſcat in te:: 


Thou haft created us (O Lord) for rhee, 1nd -our 


; Phil, 3.39, 


{ 


\ 
Av» 


ſoulc is x:{tleſſe till it repoſe on thee. O thoncar- 
nall minded , and ſenſuall man look if thou haſt 
this reſtleſneſſs, or not in thy ſoulez; Thou drunk- 
ard, gtutton, adulterer, fornicator.uſerer,oppreſſour, 
invycr, backbiter, liar, ambitious, proud, preſum- 
Ptuous, anerie, politick or atheiſt man, and the reſt 
of you, whoſe end #& deſtruFion, whoſe cod ts your bil- 


ly; and whoſe glory is in your ſhame,who minds earth- 
Tb things, \ooke and conſider neerely (for'it con- 


cernerh eternitie ) if yee expe the health of your 
ſoules, from rhete. your parcicular gods and-idols, 
or whence the Apoſtic expedeth ir, when heelſay - 
«1 Cty 
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eth, For our converſation & in Heaven, nh'1ce alſowe | 
look for the Saviour , the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And the 1Þ19. v.20, 
Prophet in my text, LOKD be merciful unto me,heale 
my ſoul. Take heed 1 ſay, take heed, lcaſt it be f:1d 
ro you ſometime, as the Apoſtle ſaid to the Ko- 

mans; what fruit had yee ithenin thoſe things, whire- g gm g 21, 
of 'yee are now ajnamead? for the cud. of theſe things 
death: Or as Chriſt our blefled Saviour ſaid, what Marc.$.36 . 
{hall it profite a man, if be ſhall zaine the wholeworld, _ 
and loſe his own ſul? or what ſhall a man give inex- 
change for hi ſoul? - 

That which I might have {ſpoken of the nature 
and propertics of the ſoul, I pale for the preſcnr, 
remitting the courtcous Reader to the commenta- 
rics upon Ar;#otles books of the ſoul; And coming 
to my particular, I will ſhow you how it hath 
pleaſed God, in his owne appointed time, to hcale _ 
my foule from the peſt of Popcrie. 

Ard thercin I finde two things to be remarked, 
the time, and the cauſes of this my reſtored health, 
As for the firſt, it is evidently known, that the Lord 
hath his owne time in calling of foules, Calling Muth.29, 
ſame about the third, ſome about the ſixt , ſome about 3.5.0. 
the. ninth, aud ſome about the eleventh houre, Teter, 
and ſome other of his Apoliles he called , when 
they were buſted mending, and dreſſing their nets: 

Others, as cHatihew waiting upon their cultomes, Matth.4.18 
greedie gaine, and drofle of the world: Some as warh.g.g 
Pan! when they were perſccuting his flocke 3 Others a, , 5 
by reading of holy Scriptures , as was Auguſtize : Ridab.z.$ ; 
Some by publicke preaching, as the moſt part of 48% .. 
all Chriſtians » and others by private diſcourſes, a 

4 _U- 
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the Queene of the Ethiopians Eupuch: Neither can 


there be givenany other reaſon of this, but the good 


Rom.9.46. 


pleaſure of G9D ; For it i not of him that willeth, 


nor, of him that runneth , but of GOD that fheweth 


meycie : Who in his owne time , without any of 
my deſervings did call upon me, when was plun= 
ped in idolatrie, my ſelf, and drawing others dayly 
co that ſame precipice, taking up the dueties and 
cuſtomes of Caithnes as Chamerlaine; where it is 


to be remarked, that this diffimulation of apparels, 
offices, &c. is a common policie of the J-ſuits,to 


- the end; ſome of them may be intelligencersin Kings 


' Courts, as I know two; One asa Noble man, and 


another 'as a Knight in- Lozdon; the firſt lives in 
Clarkerwall, the ſecond in Drarie-/aine; the one is 
provinciall and ſuperiour of ſome five hundreth Je- 


| ſuits in Ex2land, the other a prime Scholler, and 


Courtcour. Others gortus; for perverting of Kings 


| and kingdomes, as with Szgiſmund, late King of 


"Ent the hi- 
ſtories of 
 Sdwaden & 
ole. | 


Pole, they went as Hydacks, or infantrie, into Swe- 
den, for the . perverſion of that people; which be- 
ing detected, the King and they were thurſt out of 
his own righreous Kingdome for ever; or as De- 
metrius' Emperoursof Muſco ,, who! taking rhemin 
after that ſame manner, loſt his life and hts empire, 
as his wifes brother in law , Conſtantine Korivut 


Duke of Vi/nrovits in Tole related to my ſelf, and 


that hce had ſuffered three yeeres -1mpriſonmenc 


for it in Muſco, which maketh him deteſt the Jeſu- _ 
ts ever fince. Some of them go for their own re- 


eſtabliſhment as'P, Peter Cotton, toget themſelves in 


:acain in Francc,after they were baniſhed, for attemp- 


tins 
&I 
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| 
| 


pting to kill, and for wounding King Henry the 

fourth - This is no calumnie, for one was exceute 
_ "In Par#, and all baniſhed our of France, anda pyra» 
mide of ignominie erected againſt chem, where the 
treature was executesfor this bulineſſe. Some goday- 
ly thorow Venice, dealing with ambaſſadours, and 
making friends to get inthere againez others to aC- 
quire by indirect wayes the favour of Kings , for 
they ſecke no more bur preſence and acceſſeto per- 
vert Kings and Princes. Or if they can nor pre- 
vaile, they cur themoff, and are worſe then the 
devill; for reſt the Devil, and he will flie from you, 
burtthey willnot quitethetr point, till they wocke 
the miſchiefe. Beware therfore Kingsand Princes, 
beware kin2domes and common-wealths. Beware 


of falſe prophets, which come to you in ſheeps cloathing, . 


but inwardly are ravenins woolves, And thou Bri- 


#4ine efpccially Sco:1:u4, my deare countrey; the 


pureſt porcion of Chriſts Church in the world this 
_ day, afſure thy {cIf, and I aſſure thce, for I know 

it, thar thy good people are as ſheepe in the mids 
of woulvcs, be yee therefore ( heads arid inembers 
thereof ) wije as ſerpents Caſting 
man and her $on, by ihe execution of the Law, of 


the kingdome) ad amnfſim, punually, not granting G*n-+7.10 


bm. —_—__—_ 


Nota bene 
mntelligents 


Pauca. 


Jam. 4. 5. 


them a pecuniall libcrtie of conſcience, or any to- - 


leration whatſoever, and GOD will help: you, yet 


notwithſtanding yonr imminent dangers, whereof 


I ſhall advertiſe you in the end of this diſcourſe; 
otheewife your liberties and kingdomes are loſt, and 
Antichriſt hathprevailed. Concerning the time like- 
wiſe, it 1s-to- bce-conftdered that which an ancient 


C 'remirks 


out this bound wo-' Matio. 16 


2.4 
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LAY Abjurarion of Po perte, _ 

_ remarks of Paw, to wit that God did call him being a 
prifeciter, brought up among the learned at Gamaltels 
flect, knowing all their plots and conſpiracies againit - 
Gods cleQt, he. mig 1 betcer being converted, give 
aatidots again rheir poyſon; for if he had done ſo- 

| much out of blinde ze ile, for the defence of þ4 Fa- 

ROM.9. 2. toys traditions , much more would he for the tut 

C © ferviceo{ GOD, wiſh that he were an acarſed from 

= Chriſt for hs brethren, Even fo thinke 1 trueclic that 

my dcare Saviour have dealt with me, not calling - 

ns me when I entred to their crrours, nor when I was 

drinking intheir pernicious doctrine, netther when 

I was imployed to worke the myſterie of iniquitie 

againſt the true Church of God; but when I had . 

learncd all their tricks, plots, confpiracies, devices, 

and inventions, for the cx:irpation of Gods truerc. 

| ligion; that bcing brought up ar Vrb2+ 4 feet, and 

knowing their malice, I might the hecter with Gods 

grace provide remedies agamft thcir pernicious de- 

{i2nes; and as I had taken great paines tor the at- 

chicving of their malitions ends, much more thould 

I labour how in Chriſts vineyeard , for the edifi- 

cation of Chrifts myſticall body #he Church, The 

Col. 1.24. Lord of his infinite mercie grant me his tavourable 
aſſiſtance, and powerfull grace thereto. 

The ſecon\thing'that I propoſed, was,the caufes 

of the health of my Soul; and theſeare four, mate- 

riall, formall, finall , and efficient; the firlt is the 

ſuul it ſclftaken ſpeci ficative, the ſecond is the ſame 

| ſoul taken reduplicative, ut ſanata , as healed ; the 

: third or finall, is that cerernall joy and felicitie, for 

the which before rime God hath eleted, and in_ 

me 
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a time created , not only megbux all theſe likewife © = 
s who ſerve him with true ſinceritie; which felicitie 

{ the Apoſtle thus deſcribeth : the eye hath not ſcene, 1 Cor. 2.9, 
6 nor eare heard, neither hath entred into the heart of gen, 


- :' man, the thingewhich God hath prepared forthem that chapes, 
; love him, The fourth and laſt is threcfold , princi- 
: pall, meritorious, and inſtrumentall. The princi- 
; all efficient cauſe of the health of my ſoul was the 
's bleſſed and holy Trinitie, it being an action ad ex- 
5 #ra,and allſ{ucharecommon to therhreeperſons of 
S the Trinitie as Divines teach, The meritorious was, 
1 the pretious blood of my ſweet and loving Saviour 
c Chriſt Jeſus, for it is through this only ablation that 
{ weare made holy, and have eternall red-mprtion. By ,.. 
His will we arefan@ified , through the offering of the » anq wh 
> body of Jeſus Chriſt, once for all. For by one «ffcring ©. 18. 

{ hee hath perfeaed for ever them that are ſandtified, See Heb. 
S and thctr ſens and mntquitics will hee remember no 10.& Ro- 


- more;now where remiſſion of theſe are, there is #9 =" ba 
- more offering far ſin, And the Apoſtle Peter ſiy- © 
4 <eth, Nez hers thre ſalvation in any other, for there ags 4.12 
= * nonc oth r name under heaven given among men, 
e " whcyeby we muſt be ſaved, The whole new Telta- 
e ment proveth this rructh; and yctthe force of cr- 

rour 1s fo great, that they who live in that Sodomz- 
s ti/h Baylor, do not perceave it, but run headlong 
'- to other cures for their wounded ſoules, than to 


e the meritorious blood of that immaculate Lambe, 

e "who taketh away the /tius of the world. Awzy then, a- Toh. 7. 29, 
E Way, acpart from me all yee 0; kers of tniquitie; away ; | 
x - yeec that flee for cure of your Souls, ro your La- Pal, 9. 8; 
na bes, Szints, good warks, reiterat fajle ſacrifices in 

E YN 2» the 


_— 
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the Maſle, relids , croſfes , holy water, pilgrama- 


 ges, proceſſions , works of ſupererogation, indul- 


MWIat. 7.23. 


Mat.25. 41 


gences and pardons, warking of true and falſefa- 
craments ex opere operato, and to an infinite num- 
ber of idolatrous rites and ceremonies, forged by the - 
ancient Pagans atid Popes ancient and moderne; a- 
way I ſay, for 1tell you, except yee repent (of theſe - 
your. idolatrous courles) yee ſhall all [kewiſe periſh. 
Away, and ſee that with Tanl, ye rejoice jn nothin + 
but Jeſus Chrift, and him crucified, Remember thar . 
it. is momentanie which delighteth., and eternall 
which tormenteth; Take heed, that when yee ſhall 
compeere at that great day, with your ſouls ulce- 
rat, by your. idolatrous ſuperſtition, crying for cure, 
that Chriſt the only Phyſitian of ſouls anſwer you. 
not, 1 never knew you, depart from me yee that worke 
zniquitie: Or as hee ſaycth in another place, De- 
part from me yee curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels, Now. God of his good- 
nefle open your eyes, and let you underſtand the 
intolerable wrongs which yce doe to his divine Ma- | 
jeſtie, his Church, and your owne fouls, that doing + 
unfcined repentance, yee may efchew his fearful 
judgements. _ = 

I come now to the third efficient cauſe;calledinſtru- 
mentall or ſecond cauſe, whereby God wrought this 
wonderfull cure in me. If any man expect here of me 
the decifion of that philoſophicall queſtion of Gods 
concourſe with the ſecond cauſes, for the producti- 


- on, of their effects, being. neceſſare for the under- 


ſtanding of that contraverſie » de authore peccati, of 
the author of fin: I pray him excule my brevitie , 


ang 
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and addrelle- himfclit ro the interpreters of Ariffo — 
tles treatiſe, de cauſa efficiente: But to our purpole. 

"No man can doubt, but the Lord as he 1s inftnirely: 
mercifull in the converſton of finners; ſo 1s he infi- 
nitely witz and rich, in theexternall meanes which he 
imployeth for that uſe: I ſpeak not of theinternall 


meane of theconveriion of a finner, which according 


to Divines iS gratia preventens,and gratia excitans, a 
prevecning and {t'rring up grace, qu operatur 43 11615 


fine noo, which worketh in u,without our help, as Augu= Avpuſt.dc 
fline athrmeth: Ot-thele externall meancs wee bave gra. & Ub, 


many in ſacred records: Chriſt healing ſome with a *®- 
look only, the Lord turned, and look'd upon Peter, ce x. , 
and Peter went out and wept bitterly: Others as the-wo. 61,62, 
7:.an diſeaſed with the iſſue of blood,by touching 65 gar 

ment, receaved preſent healih-both of bidy and ſou'e. Mat. 9.22, 
Someby his divine conference, as the Samaritan m9 ny , i 
21an: Others by the ex1mpl-of his wonder'ull patzs _ | 
ence, and miraculow paſſion, as the thief upon the crifſ?, 
Some by touching and feeiing 04 pretious wounds ,a4 the 


Euk. 22, 
40, 41, 


 ApoftleThomas:-Others by extraordinarie courſes, aS Joh, 20.27 + 


the Apoſile Paul: Neither need we enquire for any and 28. 
reaſon of theſe proceedings of: Chriſt, but thatthar Ag. g, 4. 
the Apoſtle giveth, when he cryeth out, O the depth | 
of the riches, both of the wiſdome and knowledge of God, 
how unſearchable are his judgements, and his wayes paſt 


Rom, 1. 


33» 34> 35+ + 


finding out, for who. hath beene his counſellour. 


As for the externall meane, or inſtrumentall cauſe 
of my converfton to GOD, and recoyered health 
of my ſoul, it was truely the reading-of holy:Scri- 
pture, after this forme, It fcll out ſome three yeers 


ended. 


Colok 248. 
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ended my ordinarie ſuperſtitions,as Breviarie, Male, 
Beeds, and ſuchlike traſh, I uſed commonly to read 
a chapter of the Bible; and one day reading theſe 
words of Paul, Beware leaſt any man ſpoile you tho. 
row philoſophie, and vaine acceat, after the traditions 
of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Chriſt; and ſo foorth to the end of the chapter, 1 
was preſentlie feazed with a doubr againſt Pope- 
rie; that the Apoſtles admonition was , that Gods 
children ſhould beware of them;and that the ſame 
time I was illuminate with an extraordinary light, 
whereby comparing the words of rhe Apoſtle with 
their doctrine and actions , I was convicted in my 
minde to define Poperie to bee a ſup:rſtitions maſſe 
of policie, under pretext of religion: And exami- 
ning moze narowle 1 found theſe foure points , 
philoſophie , vaine deceat. or ſophiftrie , traditions of 


- men, and the rudiments of the wirld, to be thetoure 


nel: 2, 


aL 


pillers wherupon that Baby/oniſh rower of Rome doth 
ſtand ; or elſe the foure wheeles wherenupan thar 
fyric cartof fuperſtirious maſſes and heathmſhido- 
latric is drawnthorow the world. 2nd will be drawn. 
till it pleaſe God, to confume that Man of Sin. with 
the ſpirit of his mouth, and deſtroy him with the bright- 
neſſe of his coming. I 

I might (and- minde Godwilling heereafter ) 
demonſtrate, that all rhe contraverlies between? 


papiſts and us, may bee cafily brought ro theſe 
 foure monſtruous heads of poperie, bur for the pre- 


fent I will only indicat ſome few; Their tranſub. 


\ ftantiation is grounded upon that Logicall rreatiſe 


: of the Quantitic, where they deltroy the nature of 


quar.titic, 
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quantitie, to build their breadie gou, their julnifcae 
ton by works, and their tree-wall are built upon 
that phyſicall quction of Gods concourſe withthe 
fceond cauſes in <Ar:/totles treaule of the cthoicnr 
cauſe. That high queltion of predeſtination, upon 
the torcknowledge of good works, ftandeth upo 1 
the decifion of that Logicall queſtion, de futuris 
contingentibas , of contingent things to cume; heir 
fangamemall ground of ill papiltrie, the popes hies - 
rarchic is built upon Ar7/ortes-polticks, and tanghr 
tn the TJefuirs mora!l:philotophie. Moreover, thcir 
popcs infallibilitie is burvatnedcceit and fophiſtrte, 
as likewiſe, rheir ablo!tute neceſſitie of baptitme , , 
diipen{:ti-h with fol-mne vowes, judging of Gods 
wo:d, and the like; In a word, their five battard 
ſacraments, with all rheir ſuperſtirious rites and ce- 
remonies, ſacrifice of the maſle tor the quicke and 
the dead, canon:z ution of ſaints, invocation of angels 
and ſaints departed, woiſhiping of images, rclicts, 
and crofles,dedication and conſecration of churches, 
altars, and dayes, baprizing of bels, and ſhips, blel- 
ſirg 'of holy watcr, and f{prinklingot it upon men. 
and beufts, to gaine moneyes ( as at Rome on S, 
EAntonies days isdone toall the horle and beaſts in 
the countrey whereby the monks get that day to 
entertaine them well in their 1-acherous idleneſle, 
_ till that time twelve month) All thee I ſay, and 
the reft of thar ſtinking tr th,” depend and hang u-. 
pon theſe three pillars, vained cet or ſophil yie, tre- 
ditionsof men, and the rudiments of the world, which - 
to blinde poore foules, maketh them bring in thae -; 
new found diſtinction of Godsword, wilttenand uns - 
Lo: WIItena... 
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-. written. And as for their pluloſophie, for by thae 
which I have above-mentioned , their owne great 
_ piliar Albertin, a Jeſuite, hath ſer out three volumes 

71 folio, where he ſhoweth all their ſcholaftick Di- 

vinitic, and controverltes of religion to be ground. 

ed upon the principles of humane philoſophic. O 

baſe and fandie ground, for articles.of faith , and 
2 Cor, 2. Matters of {alyation! 0 wiſe philoſophers, or rather 
21, 19,20, fooliſh ignorants! Know yee not that other founda- 
tion can uo man lay, then that « laide, which 6 jeſus 
Chriſ/? And thattbe wiſdome of the world © foolt bn?/J3 
w/:h4GOD-: foritis written, He taketh the wil: inthety 
owne craftinefſe, And againe the Lord knoweth the 

thoughts of thewiſe that they arevaine, 

Nowif any man ask me. whcrefore I I:tt Papi- 
ric? I anſwere before my GOD, asthe Lord ſh.ll 
ſave mein that great day, whe all ſecret thoughts 
{hill be revealed, thatno carnallthougat,or worldly 
rentation did move me to takerthis refulution;but on. [0 

- ly. that afccr ſerious examination,and readingofCols | 

-*. word, byconfcrence with Jeſuits in Pole, ant Mini. 
Hers in diverſe countries, alchough neicher of them 

| knew meto have bcenea J-eſuite, I found that Papi- 

{tric was built upon this ſandie foundation sf” Tht. 

_ Coloſ. 2.5. loſophie, ſophiftrie, traditio:s, and th: rudiments of 
Wa >. 25 the world, and not upon that invincible rock (hiff 
16,18, Jeſs, nd therefor? I relolved to come out of Ba- 

; m3 3 -bzlon, that I ſhould not be partaker of her fins, and that * 
- Der» 8 T ſhould not receave of her pla,ues: Aud hid my /eif ; 
-Revclis.4 1n the clift of. this rocke, thar is in the wounds of + 

my deareand only Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, deny.ngail Þ} 

other meane of ſalvation, but that which 1s writ- 
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ten in his holy word, adjoining my ſelf to the true 


reformed Church of God, in Sco:/and. Whereof 


if any-mwan aske the reaſon of adjoining my ſelfe 


- to the Churchof God in Sctland, rather then to 
another churchy as Exzland or Germanie ; I anſwere 


them, that I minde to uſe a part of the P hyfitians 
counſell, who pive tor a ſingular antidote, againſt 
the pelt of the body three things to ob{crve, that is, 


 Cif9, longe, tard?; which is ſomuch, as whoſoever 


will bee free of the bodily peſt, let him go ſoone 
away from the place inte&ed - next go far away ; 
and thirdly , to ſtay long away , that the place bc 
well cleanſed before he recurne: fo ſay I, whoſoe- 
ver will be free of that ſpirituall peſt of Antichriſt 
ler him uſe three things, 6:9, long? nunquam, that 
is, lerhim go' ſoone away from it: next far away » 
and thirdly never to return back againe to it: And 


becauſe the Church of God in Scetland oblerverh. - 
_ beſt this infallble rule of any of them all. beine far. 
reſt from all popiſh ſuperſtition , and necteſt to a- 


poſtolicall.puritie , therefore I have adhered there- 
to, and riot to any of the reſt. And becauſe read- 
1ng- of the Scripture was the occaſion , and inſtru- 


Ao 


mentall-cauſe'of this: my - recovered health; I &x- 


hott, by. the teader mercies of Chriſt, that every 
man take ſome paines every day to read a portion 
of Scripture;cſpecially yec blinded papiſts,to'whon1 
It 1S-a- 1nortall fin to' read ir, more than the Alco- 
ran , except yee-have a ditpenſation, -for both are 
alike forbidden; read the Scriptures often, and yee 
iball ſurely:finde comfort to your ſouls, fo that 


 yee read them with. prayer and humilitie, and not 
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perfet, througly furniſhed unto all good works. 


An other reaſon which did confirme me in this: 


my godly reſolution, was, I could finde no warrand 


in Scripture for poperie; and yet I preaſed to ſtrain 
the Scripture, and throw it to.my purpoſe, but could 


never ſatisfie mine owne conſcience: As tor exam- 
ple, that fundamentall point of their tyrannous hie- 


rarchic, of Peters being at Rome, by what right the 


popes ſerve themſelves heire to Peter , more than 


the Churches of Antioch and Alexandria, which are - 


more ancient Churches then that of Rome, that Pe. 
zers (ucceſſion is tyed to.the towne of Kome, jure 


divine, as I was taught by them, that of the popes 
infallibilitie, notwithſtanding their contradictions . 
one to another in fundamentall things, his uſurped 
authoritie upon Gods Scriptures, and mens. confci. 


ences, and all their traditionall traſh, have no true 
warrand in Gods word: Yea, I wonder that lear- 
ned men , who know this ſilence of their opinions 
in Gods word, ſhould 'remaine in Babylon any lon- 
ger; for we arecommanded to fearchthe Scriptures, 


a they which teſtifie of Chriſt. The Apoſtle Peter 
| ſaycth, That we-have.a more ſure word of prophecie , 


wrereunto yee do well that yee take heed, as unto 4 light 


that ſhineth in a dark place, untill the day dawne, and 


the Day-ſtar ariſe in your hearts, O poore foules 


that ly caught in theſe ſnares ( and you conformiſts | 
who 1un poſt to them) know yee not, that profes . | 
obedire - 


for contention, as wee uled to read them: For aff 
Scripturs & given by tnſpiration of Goa, and © profi- 
tabie for doetrine, for reproof, for correfien, for in« 
ſtruftion in rightcouſneſſe, that the man of God. may be 
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 obedire Deo quam hominibms, Wee ought to obey GOD AR. 5. _ 


rather then man: And Peter and John anſwered and : 
Said unto them, Whether it be right in the ſight of God A, 4.19, 


_— 
hmm... 


S 


to hearken unto you hen unto God, judge yee: That is as 
much to ſay, as when the obedience towards God, 
and that towards man, not altogether conforme to 
that of Gods, are put in ballance againft other, that 
' there is noqueſtion which of them we ſhould make 
choice of, God commands thee to ſearch the Scris 
- ptures - and the pope commands thee not to read 
them, under the paine of mortall ſin : God ordait- 
cth thee to take the cup at the Communion; the _ 
pope commands the contrarie: GOP commands thee 
that thou ſhalt not make any graven images, &'c. the 
pope commands thee to have, uſe, and worthip 
them. -GOD ſets thee at Chriſtian libertie, from the 
* ceremoniall law , and rudiments of the world, the 
| pope binds thee with that infinite number of his 
tyrannous lawes: For they (the pope and his coun- 
cel) binde heavie burdens, ind grievous to be borp, and 11. ,. 4. 
 laythems on-mens ſhonlders but they themſelves will at © 
ove they with one of their fingers. Look about thee, 
and conſider the miſerable eſtate thou art m; be not 
terrified with boaſting, fo declare thee an heretick 
or a rcbell; reſolve thy ſelf conſtantly, and fay with. + 
the Apoſtle; 1 am! not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt, Ron.1.16 
' for it & the power of God-unto ſalvation, to every one : 
that beljeveth: And in another place, But this I com- 
#eM unto thee, that after the wiy which' they call he- 
r.fie, ſo worſhip 1 the GOP of my Fathers, believing A&24.+4 
all thtngs whith ave writtew in the Faw and the Pro- 16, 
bets: aud heercin ao F exerciſe my ſelf; to have al- 
EE, 'D 2  wayes 
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wayes 4 conſcience void of offence towards GOD, and 
towards men. be: 1 

I ſpeak natbing of their brutiſh and Sodomiriſh | 
life, worle then that of rhe Pagans, delcribed by the 
Apolile, winch although ir, be nor univerlaſl tha- 
row all the popes dominions; yet itis common and . 
notorious in the privie chamber (that 1s Trale) of. 
that Baby/oniſh whoore, as1s known to the, world by 


_ xrclarion, ang to me by auricular confeflion, Neither. 


touch I.that ſuperſtitious ang hypocricicall life._jn 

publick of. their ghoſtly Fathers, and theirodious li- 

centious lives intheir private cloiſters and chambers. 
I know. my old tellowes, the Jeſuits will exime 


themſelves from this my cenſure, caſting it upon the 


Plal.u6."12. 
Iq% 


bellyggd friers, pretending puitic from tuch thingsin 
themielves;butlct a judicious manconfiderthcir day. 


of pleaſure in the fields, and their frequent. banquets 
upon their ſain&s daycs thorow: the year, the good- 
nefle of their wines; that they are young, noble.and 
gentle, quick witted youths tor the moſt partohaving 
thereafter great notice of fins by auricular contcfſions 
and almoſt hourcly familiar conference with-womcn.. 
of all conditions, both publickly and privately,and 
then judge what they are, or what they may bee. 

The third point which I proponed.inthe begin- 
ning,was to crave pa rdon of theſe, my reheirſed er. _ 
rours, What then ſball I render unto the Loyd for all tt . 
benefits towards we? I will take the cup of ſalvation, and . 
call upon the name of the Lord, Iwill pay my wowes unto 
the Lord, now in preſence of all i people,, My vowes 


are fix(t to crave humble pardop at God alwightie,as. | 
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I dofrom the bottome of my heart, crying with the 


Prophet David, Lord be merciful unto me healmy ſout, 


for I have ſinned acainſt thee: And with the torlorne 


chilge, Father, ] have fanned againſ} heaven, and before 


| | Luk.15.18 
thee, and an 50 more worthze to be called thy Jon. make | ) 


me FL £0e of thy hired [ervants. Againe, O: Lord. truely P{4l.16.16. 


1 am thy ſervant, I amihy ſervant, and the ſon of thint 
handmaid thou haſiloiſed my bonds, I will pay my vowess 
unto the Lord, now in the preſence of all his people, Cra- 
ving pardon at my Countrey ment in Scotiayg1n gete- 
rall, at You; risht Hanoutable, Reverend,.and Wel- 
beloved. in Chit Jeſus, that be here preſcar, and alli 
theſe whereſoever they be, that profeſle the true re-: 
formed religion, according to Gods word, for the: 


f{candall which I hive given you and them,by livipg ; 


{o long in poperte, requeſting you to pray my {weete 
Saviourtor thexemithon of thcle my enorm fins, and 
that as his divine Majefiie hath begun this good work 
in me, likewiſe he will be pleaſed ro perfect it, and L 


ſhall qevergeaſeto ery, Lord be mercafull unto meyvenk Pri, 41.4, 


any foul, for 1 have finned againſt-thee. And with rhe 
ſame Prophets tfaying I will, conclude this. point 
Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not given me a4a prey 70x 
their teeth my ſoul  eſeaped,as a:bird out of the ſnare of, 
the fowlers the ſnare i broken, & I an eſcaped: my belp ; 
inthe name of the Lord, who wade the heauen andearth,, 
Fourth and laſtly, againſt thus. my fincere cons 
fefſion,-and cordiall reſolution, there bee three ſorts 
of perſons-who oppoſe themſelves, ſozre friends ,e.; 
nemies ſome , and ſome adjaphoriſts, The farſt pro= 
ceede out of love and zeale. the ſecond, outof ma= 
lice and tage; the third. qur.of  policie and _—_— 
nelc,: 
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: maniits are rauch 


nefle, ro cvery one of theſe three claſſes muſt I an- 


& 4 . . . . 
Iwere, before 7 ctofle this my abjuration 


The firſt ſort then may ſay, that it is heard to 


believe, thai I, 'who'was o fullie poſſeſſed with 


poperic, can be truely conyerted in my heart, ha- 
ving ſo many allurements and occafions of tentati- 
ons to continue ſlave to the purpurat whoore, and 
therefore 1t were good to try me , before I be 
truſted. Y 

My anſwere is firſt , that I had many ſnares to 
hold me faſt in poperic ; one was thar I was ob- 
liged by their tyrannous Lawes; to reje& and caſt 
away any doubt that came unto my minde againſt 
the Romiſh profeſſion, under no leſſepainethan mor- 
eall fin, and eternall condemnation, no leſle than the _ 
thoughts of nurther, treafon, filthineſſe, leacherie, 
&c. - Where it is'to be remarked rhat the/Turks 
do only forbid hearing, or diſputing of any other 
religion but their own, under the paine of death, 
which they andwe thinke very heard; but theſe Ro- 
re, condemvitig both body 
and ſoul co hell ererrally, torathoughtbnly apainit. 


| their profeſſion. 5 This ſnare is the ſtrongeſt wall 


of Poperie : Another ſnarcis, that whickinanglert!' 


the Doors and learned men, who examining the 


 doftrine of their charehy and. fmding' theſy confſci- 
.encetouched with the evidencie andtrueth of Gods 


word, reſolve that theſe tentations proceed of weak- 


\neſfe of theirunderftandingzahdthereforeconclude, 


feeing their: church can\nor (as thepalleadge) erre 


' that the reſolution of the church 's only true, 2nd 
: Gods/true light inſpired in-them, bat only: tenta- 
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tzonot Sathan, and fopreoceupied with a prejudged 
minde, continue intheir errour, This is the ſecond- 
wall of that babyloniſh tower, I ſpeak nothing oft _ 
riches , and plcaſure, contentment of minde for "1 
worldly things, for « is knowne that the Jeſuits 
( whereof I was one ) have the moſt contented lite 
:n this world of any men whoſocvcr , and therefore ; 
if 7 had looked to my particular commodities more 
than to the lightof Gods word, and my own cott- - 
ſcience which did -preffe me, I had never come 
_ Out of poperie. . Z _ 
Secondlie, I anſwere , that it is no wonder if 
they. do not give me full truſtas yer, becauſe Paw, AR. 9. 15. 
after bis converſion, although he was 4 choſen 2tþe 
ell to beare Chxifts name before the Gentiles, and Ktngs, 
and the children of Iſrael, was not ny inthe be= 
 einning, yea, neither did eAnanias believe Chrifts 
= nba him; then Ananias anſwered, Loyd, FEY. 
1 have heard by many of this man, how much evill he 
hath done to. thy. Saints at Jeruſalem. What reaſon - 

_ then ſhould they . have to truſt me poore finner, a 
ſtranger in a manner to them, untill they try me - 
In the meanetime-Zrequeſt theſe 'my friends to ſul- 
pend their judgements for a time, ſeeing exrms 
ada. probat, the event prooves the deeds, And rake 
Chriſts way a tryall, 5y tbeir fruits yee ſhall know 
them: And pray tor me, thatas I wasaperſccuting | 

| F&aul,{o I may bee a preaching Paul. EP | 
The ſecond , my deadlie enemies for rage and. þ 
deſpight that I havelefc them, will (1 know) ſpew - | 
out all the venemous poyſon that malicious hearts - | 
-cat.invent,efpeciallie chat I havenor lets the ] _— | 
| : | | PE. :: 
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but that for. my. odious and deteſtable life I have 
beene caſt out from among them. ; 

Tothcle I arſ{were, firſt, that benifactenda nenet« 
nem times, doing well I an feared for no mar : Se- 
condly , their evil ſpeeches and muſreports, are an 
evidenttoken, that Chriſt my loving maſter favour. 
eih me, giving me occaſion (although innocent ) - 


to ſuffer calumnies as he did 5; he was both God 


and Man, and yet he was ſaid # caft out Devils tn 
Beelzebubs name. And that he had a devill. That he 
was a cater and drinker and keeper of companie with pub « 
[tcanesand ſinners; What then ſhould I expect , poor 


 finfull wretch, from viperous: tongues, bur all whac 
hell can deviſe againft me? Thirdlie, I an{were,, 


' that they wrong themſelves much more than me, 


objecting thus ,' for either they tmuſt make me vi. 


tious, and caſten out before I came into the coun- 
trey, or-when-I was in. it, 'or elſc ſince I wear our 
. of thecountrey. Nertthe firſt, becauſe it were great 


imputationtotheir own order, to ſend vitious:men 
to be Apoſtles (as they.callthem) 'and convert ſouls 


 among(t thzir enemies, who could, and-would ſpy 


21l their actions. Moreover, itis known by allthele 


who know them, that the-firſt rhing they looke for 
11n a miffioner (ſuch as I was) is'a godly lite and 
converſation, otherwiſe the. Generall doeth not 


give them rheir Letters patent; which I xeceayed, 
and did let not-only them 3-but man y: dthers za 
Scotland , ſee ; neither without it bad 7 becne re- 
ceaved and imployed by the ſupertourin Swtla-d, 
as: 1 was; which he cannot deny,ſo m:ny of ailcon- 


ditions, both, in and-out of; S$ratfand, knowing. its 


Secondly, 


| EIN Coos puree nl ——— 
.by Thomas Abernethie. 
Secondly, for thetimethat I was in the countrey, 
concerning my life and converſation, 7 ſubmit my 
F ſelf to the cenſure 'of theſe, both Proteſtants and 
P apiſts, with whom 7 lived at that time, and to . 
the Letters which the Superiour receaved in my fa 
 vour from-the noble man with whom 7 lived; nei= 
"ther ſuppoſe 7 had beene virious, could the Supe- 
 riourin Scotlaxd,caft me out of his order, for as the 
reception intotheir order, 13 proper actions to their 
 Generall; ſo likewiſe is the diſmiſsion,for he only 
can abſolve from their vowes thele that are diſmiſ- 
ſed. Moreover, if 1 had beene ſuch as I know out 
of malice they will call me, chey had ſurely ad- 
moniſhed me as their cuſtome is ; bur before my 
God -1 ſay it, / was never-reproved of the ſupert- 
our; or any other, all the time 7 was in the coun- 
trey . but for going to the churches, in Scotland ; 
and expoſing my ſelf ind them to danger, by go-: 
Ine openlie thorow the- countrie. 
* Finallie,-if they had caſt me ont, they had not. 
entertained me- fo kindlie at my departure out-of 
- Scotland, as they did, for then the Superiour gaye 
me Letters to go for Doway, and there teach the 
'yourhs of the College their controverſtes, and heare 
their confeſsions, moneyes to-carrie-me there, and 
t] ree of his:Jeluirs after kinde entertainment in this 
Town convoyed me a myle off my journeys Thele 
all were fgnes of love, and not of outcaſting from 
their Socictie, and they and 7 know them to be of 
vcritie: Whercfore I remit all.to God,let Him be 
Judge betwixt mce and them, As for their miſre- 
"arts, I care-no more-for them than for the wir.de 
6  . H tt 
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thar bloweth, 7 being known both ih Sco/land and 
abroad, as wcll'as any of them, both great and {inall. 
Thirely, fince I went out of Scorlandlaitygthey could 
not caſt me our of their order, becauſe fince, I was 
never in any houſe of theirs, nor keeped compunie 
with them; And as for my life and converfarion 
ever fince, I am ſorrie, it was not {o'good as: 
becamea reformed Chriſtian; yet wharfoever it'was, 
they had nothing to doe with it; and there be ma-! 
ny worthie Cavaliers, both at home and abroad, in 
whole companie 7 have lived this time bygone, 
who know that my life was neither ſcandiIous to 
my profeſſion, ſhamefullto my Nation,orany wayes 
diſpracefull ro my particular calling of a Souldiour. 
The third ſort that is adiaphoriſts, or CONE-for- 
miſts, out of their craftinefle and policie, ſay, that 
they know not what to judge of me, for charitie 
urgeth them to believe mc, and prudencie forceth 
them to beware of me;and there they ſtand in doubr, 
as that father whom they paint betweene Chi 
and Marie, knew not what fide to turn himſclf io; 


Poſntus in medio, quo me vertam neſciv; hine paſcor 
a wulnere hinc laGor ab ubere, On the one ſide I per- 
ceive Chriſts wounAs, on the other Maries paps; heere 


1am nouriſhed with the milk of a virgine, there I am 


fed with the bloud of 4 Saviour, Charitie bids them 
Judge not, and they ſhall not be Judged; Prudencie 


commands them not to truſt before they try, All 
this is g00d , bur what tryall can they bring in a- 
oainſt mee? Have. they any thing to object or ſay 
againſt this my reſolution and declaration? Yes, 


fay they, becauſe in reſpec of the extreme policie - 


- 
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of Jcluits, it may be that our of policie Lhave beene 
ſent out by them, to the end I may let Reformifty 
and CONE-formi/ts by the ears together, whereby 
| the Papiſts and Jeſuits may the more cafily over. 
come both , and I received in againe with them, 
may be thought to have done great ſervice to the 
church of Rome: The reaſon witch moveth them 
to judgethus is, becauſe ( ſay they ) theſe whoare 
converted, and come out of the Rowez{h church, uſe 
commonly to take them to a church, which eadea- 
vours to draw Þ roteſtants and papiſts to a confor- 
mitic, ſele&ing out the beſt of both; becauſe not in 
cxtremitie; but in mediocritie confiſteth vertue. 

_ This diſcourſe formed by a not reformed Mini- 
ſer of this Town» and rclated to me by a ſufficient 
Gentleman,to w hom it was ſpoken, containeth three % 
things in it: I, The Jcluits policie, whom they ſu- 
ſpect might-have lent me out:' 2, The end of my 
out-coming, that is; to ſtir up diſſention betweene 

| Reformiſts ani CONE-formiſts: And thirdly, a que= 
 ſtton of my adjoining my ſelf rather to rhe refor- 
med Church of Scozland, than to that of England 
or Germanze., Thele bee their, politick arguments , 
to which L muſt an{were, and then finiſh this diſ- 
courſe. : | 
To:the fir then I anſwer, that I have touched 
ſomcthing:alreadie of the: Jeſuits policiezin ſending 
out their ſect-mates 'Itke graſhoppers through the 
world; And now 1 anſwer againe, that theſe who 
argue thus, know not the Jeſuits policie well ; for 
furely they-never.ferd -out any of policie,to deter 
| their owne palicie, neither docth their policic _ 
þ- L © 1 _ rat 
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that far, as to permit and diſpenſe with theſe whom 
they ſend out, ro- renounce and -abjure-the Romiſh 


doctrines and profefle the direct oppoſite thereto , 


as Z have done. It. is. true, that they have diſpen.. 


ſation among Proteſtants, to live as Proteſtants; a-. 
mong Lutherians, Arrians, Henyicitans, and the like, 


as: they do,for life and converſation that they may- 


ieduce them, but not for their doctrine. They 
2:ound this forme of diſhimulation upon the-words 
of the Apoſtle, 7 am made all things 0 alt men, that - 
by all meanes I might-(ave ſome: Alpecious pretext: 
indeed, which blinds the eyes of- many. poore ſouls; 


but if-they would: look-neerer, they+could-eafily. 


diſcover the nakedneſſe'of it, and fee clearly they 
pretend one thing, and intend. another: - Wherefore 
(I pray you ) doe the Jcfuits flocke ſo: thicke to 
<Aexico and Ter, that new Spaniſh treaſure, bur 
not ſo to Scythia or Tartarie and Volinza, to. Eng. 
land and Helland in droves,rto Scotland.and Sweden 
bur ſcattered ones ; to great townes where they. 


onlie-dwelt; and not to dorps and villages .where. 


jenorance-abounds?-. The reaſon is ,. that-they: 


pretend zeale, and intend gold; they pretend to- 


eaine ſoules, and intend ro gaine riches... It is 
true, they are cunning trad{men ,. and can worke 
well according to their: owne wayes » but- they 
muſt have a good fat Subjet to worke-upon; and 


this for the Jeſuits-policie. The-ſecond.ſhall bee 


anſwered after the third. 


To #& cthind.then I have likewiſe anfrered: be: | 


fore, and now anſwere againe; Firſt, becauſe 1 


to be 


finde the reformed -Church of GON in Scotland 
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to bee fartheſt from P opith 1dolatrie , and ncer., 
eſt to Apoſtolicall puritie. Secondlie ,. becauſe 
that 1 was neverz am not, neither cyer- ( Gods 
willing?) ſhall bee 4 laukewarme Laodicean;z elpecir 
ally ſceing-rhat my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt premileth; 
To him that overcommeth , will T orant to fit with 
eee in my Throxe,,, even as I allo overcame , and 
am. ſet downe with my Father ia Hu Throne: What 
madgnelle (1 pray you) were tit in a Mariner , for 
to come out of a ſunken ſhip, to enter: into ans 
other which is ſinking, and may have a tight one? | 
In a priſoner relieved -out-of a low pit to caſt . 
himſelfe into free ward,” having his libertic in his 
option? na ſeniible man fled from a peſtiferocs 
towne, to retecre himicife ro another where rhe 
ſame {icknetie+ hath taken encreaſe, when hee may - 
have with great eaſe: a palace of-pleaſure, void? 

] of all kinde of ſuſpicion of any infe&ien whats 
ſocver?:. None truely. ( 1:thinke ) would bee {9 
madde, and deſtitute of judgement , but: he, wha 

going out of this valley: of miſetie, to the hea- - 
venly-.manſions ,. would ſtay, and take.in purgatas 

 _ Tlie for his. winter. quarters, | 26 

| Yet they (ay;thatit were well done to conforme 

co a middle religion between Proteſtants and Pas * 

piſts, becauſe extremeties are to be-avoided y,, and 

+  mediocritie embraced, To theſe I anſwere , that - 

) it they had ſtudied their Logick-as well as their Po 
liricks, they had known, that of the four logica!l,. 

+ Oppolitions, there is one called Contradidoria,which: 

| willadmitnomiddes, Inter propo/ittones contradices.: 

| naruop datur medinm;(uch is the ſtate of themate 
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ter between us and Kome, they fay that we arc he: 
rericks, we deny it, they can not prove tt, {oeiag 
we belicve the Scriptures which are given by divine 
zuſÞiration, and are able to make the man of God pers 

Jed unto all good workes, We ay that the Pope is 

Antichriſt, rhey deny it, but we can proveir, out 

of the prophet Danie/ thz Apoſtles Pauli, and John, 

and fo footth in all the reſt of controverſies , be- 

 twixt them and ns,fo that there can be no compeſi- 

tion, no more than betwixt light and darknzſſe , 

| __ © God and Br/all; For Chriſt ſaith plainlie, He that 
Math, 12. & not with me, & againſt me, and he that gathereth 

30 not with me, ſcattercth abroad, Therefore there is 
no mediocritie heere. And rhe reaſon of this is , 
becauſe as the Apoſtle averreth , there is but One 

Etc Fazth, in reſpect of its formall obje&, Gods writ- 

ten word , the authoritie whereof is from the Au- 
thor , God himſelf and ſo 1s divine, and what is 

contradictorie to it, 1s not divine, nor to be belie- © 
ved to ſalvation : And therefore no meeting nor 
tryſting with Rome. If it be ſaid that the Papiſts 
believe many points common with ps, as the Tri- 
nitic, Incarnation, &c, andtherefore thatthey muſt 
have faith, and fo faith will not be indivifible- Ian- 
ſwere, thatthey have a materiall faith, as Tzrks and 
Jewes likewiſe have, but nor a formall faith; which 
_depending upon theauthoriticof God, revealed un- 
to us in his word only; .and no other faith can bc 

profitable for ſalvation. We: 

The fecond branch of this polttick objection 1s, 
their doubt 'of 'my 'outcoming from Rome, to wit, 
'thatiit was to ſtir-up diftenfion betyvixt .Refarmilts 
and 


Ah 


[ 


EEE by 1 homas Abernethie. 39 


anc CONE-tormilts, tor the Papitts and Je uits pro- 
fite, To theſe I anſwere, firſt, that their Critick 
{pirits proceed more out of Phytofophicall, and Ma- 


thematicalt, than out of Chriftian or Thologicall 


rotnds, in this their cenſure of my finccre pro- 
ccedings; Philoſophic teacherh them thar, 2uzcquid 
r.ciptur, ad modumn recipientis rec!pitur, whatſoever is 
receaved, it t recerved 4;cording to the meaſure of the 
receavir? And Mathematicians intheir Opticks reach 
that the viſtble ſpeccs paisinz from the object to tie 
organe which reccaveih chem, take upon them the 
colour of the mids where through rhey paſle, which 
daylic experience confirmeth; and therefore, ac- 
cording to their, difpoſitions and afte&ions they 
judge of me, as their paſſions tranſport them , bur 
not as Chriſtian charitie exhorteth them , for the 
Scripture teacheth that iris Chriſt that juſtifierh, who 
z he that condexmneth, Secondlic, Ianſwere, thar as 
_ God is my witnelle, they wrong me pirifu'ly, for, 
as the Lord knowerh, I deſire oze Lo7d, one Faith, 
one Baptiſme,not only in Britaine, but likewiletho- 
row the whole world, and that we think alwayes 
the ſame, till we all come in the unitic of faith , aud 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfeft man, 
unto the meajure of the ſtature of the falneſſe of Chriſt; 
That we hencefoorth be no moxe children toſſed to and 
fro, and carried about with every winde of dottrine, 
by the ſlight of men, and cunning craftineſſe whereby 
they ly in wait to deceave. 

Now to let you ſee that my converſion 1s not to 
\ make diſlenfion berwixt you, / will brieflie let you 


11deritand how the Papiſts ly in wait to deceave 
Yours. 
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you: And thatir may beſeene thar I am not par- 
tall, Iſpeaketo all the three Kingdomes of- Scotland, 
England, and Ireland; 'minding to ſhow -you all 
thrce that Papitts ly in watt. to -deceave you by two 
meanes, ſeminaries s and penſions; -yet it ts fart to 
be remarked that the ground of both is thar-Coun- 
cell in Rome, called, Caxgregatio de propaganda, or 
rather: extirpanda fide , 4 congregation of propagating 
(or rather ) extirpating of Faith, This Congrega- 
tion hath a moſt ſumptuous Palace in Rowe , and 
extreme rich; -the members of it, are- the Pope, as 
head of the Church, his nephew Cardinall, Frax- 
> Barbarine as his. Licutennant, diverſe others Car- 
Cinals, the Generals of ſeverall Orders , the great 
Maſter ot the inquiſition, and ſome. Doctors all as 


- judges; they conveene every fryday , or ofter as 
"they plcaſe, 'the end of their meetings 1s to finde 


Out meanes to bring all people and Nations under 


the popes dominion, for thus end they have-ſun- 


dry meanes, ſuch as their Seminaries of diverle na. 
tions, and their penſions. T he Semenaries are fur- 


- niſhed with youths out of their ſeverall Countries, 


by. Jeſuits, who have the care of them; T hefe youths 
are of two ſorts, the one called Convidores, be- 


cauſe they pay for their entertainment , and-theſe 


are Noble, Barons,and Gentlemen Sons,fent thither 
by their popiſh parents , to be brought up for di- 
verſe ends} The-other are called Sexzinarifts , and 
theſe have their food, raiment, ſtudies, books, &c, 
all-rhe. time of their ſtudies out of theſe colleges ; 


_ with condition, that after they have ſtayed three 
- Moneths in one of theſe Colleges, they muſimake 
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2 vow to take prieſthood upon them, and ro returne 
to their ſeverall Countries, when they ſhall be found 
fic, by the Jeſuits their Maſters; to the end they may le. 
duce others as they were ſeduced themſelves; And 
therefore after rheir ſtudies, they are lent into the 
countric, furniſhed with all things neceſffarie, as appa- 
rels, moneyes, maſſc.graith, and thelike, as they are 


naries, there be five of our nation our of the countrie, 


at Rozze, Paris, Madrid, Doway, and Brounsberg, and 


one promiſed by the Emperour in O/zavruck, which 


the Swedens keepe forthem; ot 1riſþ ſome, and many 


and great of Engliſh. Theſe Seminariſts Jefuirs , 
and other Prieſts, fend their relation every year of all 


: whatpaſle in the countrie, ſpirituall or temporall, to 


the foreſaid congregation, whereinall rreaſons, maſſa- 


- cres, and other bloudie miſchiefs are hatched, as rhe 


the hiſtories of England, France and Spatn: canteſtifie. 
This prefuppoted as an afſured truth, I ſpake fir't to 
thee Scotland, my dear countrie, that thou wrongeſt 
thy ſelf mightily, to ſuffer theſe [ciſmes and dis 
viſions in thee, which are now with great pitte to bee 
ſeene, and ſhame to be heard: That every one of you 
ſaith, Tam of Paul, and I of Apollo &'c. Is Chriſt divi- 


ded, was Paul crucified for you, or were yee baptized in 


the name of Paul? One ſaycth, 7 1m a Covenat:tter,ano- 
ther, Iam not, What meaneſtihou, nor covenanter? 
wilt thou not ſubſcribe the contract which thy Parchts 
Godtathers, and Godmothetrs, as thy ſpiritua!lturors 
made for thee at baptiſme, and promiſed to make thee 
ſubſcribe the ſame, being of perfect age, {eing itis for 


"5d and his truth only, God is partie contracter,the 


angels 


* 


. thought of- and havemoyenar Court, Of their femi- 
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| thee fo long, 1o is Hee Juſt ,. to puniſh thy incxcy-. 
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- angels were witnelles, and hell fire the penaltic; rake 
heed, and fight not againſt God, for as heis Al-lecjng, 


ſojs Hee Almightic; and as Mercifull,to kave ſpared 


ſable wilfulnelle. 
But ſome willfay,thatthere be great dacors notCo- 


' venanters, and wherefore may they not likewiſe Rand 


Hollm- 

it ed,pag. 
495.An- 
nd 1501, 


out as wellas theſe learned men. I anſwer firſt,that they 


are but feyv, and to my judgement (for {have diſcour-, 


{ed with ſome of them) nor the lcarnedeſt ofthe kjng- 
dome, brought up ina town which was never yer 
cleanſed from popericzand where I baye ſeene an hun« 


drethat Maſle in one time within this few yeeres: Se- 
condly,theſe Doctors ſuppale-they be both good and. 


learned, (as I know ſome of them are) ſhallnor anſwer 
for thee in that great day, wherein there ſhall be had no 


reſpedt of perſons; foraſlure thy lelt , that Auima gue. 
peccavertt, ipfa runietur, The ſoul! that ſinueth,#t ſhall be 
' punijhed, Thirdly, whatif theſe Do@ors would main- 


caine poperic,and hindera retormatian, as their prede- 


ceſlors have done, would thou tollow? God forbid: 
thatthe doctors of that ſame town procceded after this. 


kindein thetime of the reformation, it is manifeſt by 


our hiſtorie, the words are theſe 3. And ſherthe after the 


Lords ſummonzcd the principal learn(d men of the re. 
ale foorth of the univeſities of S. eAndrewes, cAber- 


deene » Glaſgow , and other paris, to give a reaſon of 


therr faith; and among other,theſe of CAberdeene tooke 
upon them to diſpute with John Knox., John Willock, 


and M, Goodman. Neither is it to be thought, that . 
the hiſtorian a ſtranger , wrote any thing out of par- . 


tialitie in this point againſt that town, more as againſt - 


any 
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ger unto all. : 
My'counfell now to you that are Covenanters, is, 


that» 2ui Hat, videat ne cadat, Let him that thinke ce 
Randeth,take heed leaſt he fall; tor the crown of glory is 
only for him that oyerccmeth, Nuri perſeveraverit 
uſque in finemyhic (atom erit, He that ſhall endure tothe 
end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved, Yeeld not in aword, a [yl 
lab, a jotez leaſt thou ſcandalize thy weak brother,and 
give Occaſion to Rome to ſtand and expect thy returne, 
ſhe not ſo much as beginning a motion towards thee - 
For they ſecing your novations of Biſhops, Deanes, Do- 
ors, kneeling at Sacrament, croſſe in Baptiſme, and the 
reſt of thelc articles, were in atlured confidence, that 
 yee were turning to them againe, and uſed common- 

ly to ſay, See ſo faine as they arc to cricp 7n £0 us again, 
which did confirme all our people, and made ſundric 


of yours to follow us, If theſe points, whichſome- 


time by the moſt part were thought allowable, did fo 
much harm to Gods church, wha: their Engliſh maſle, 
canonicall inquiſitton,and rhe reſt of thar, almoſt banz- 
ſhed, trafh trad done, if they had not becne preveencd 


any other of the kinodome ” hee being alike ſtran- 


F 
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Mac. 24. 


| by that Al-ſceing God, judge yee. And finally, grant 


thou nothing thar Reme defireth of thee, for ithatiino 


warrand trom God and thou knoweft no conformitic 


tobe admitted betweene God and Dagon, hold Faſt then 
that which thou haſt leaſt another take thycrewn from thee. 

And to you not CovenantersI fay, thatof your Bi- 
ſhops [never ſaw any bur one; neither would I mourd, 
olvelt 7 never ſaw more of them in Scotland, and I am 
their friend or enemie, as they arc Chriſts: yea, moreT 


fay, if yce knew as vvell as they and' F Know; event 


F-3 'rhe 
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the draughts that are drawa againſt you, theſtrengrh 
and policie of your enemics without, and yourinward 

_ enemics, againſt this poor church of God, I am cer- 
A ecrtairly perſwaded that yee would all ſubſcribe that 
"£* worihic Covenant, bctore that yce went out of this 

| Church, or clfe 7 would hold you as internall papiſts, 

; for there bee both internall and extcrnall. 

7 perceive you all curious.to demand mea queſti- 
ONzif modcflic could permit you to ſpeak, to wit,what 
is this that I know more than other menglet us ( ſay 
VC) underſtandit, and we will yecld to reaſon. 

Tothis lawfull queſtion 7 an{ wer,that ſknow more 
than any Proteſtant in Sc01Jard of this buſineſle; for 7 i 
was imployed in it, the ycar of God 1632, and gave F- 
if {among other points of my commilſtton) a petition FE 
to the forcſuid Congregation at Rome andelie where, | 
d: {firing them to adviſe upon the meancs, for the-redu- t 
=  _ Rtion of Scotland io Rome diverſe were proponed by J 

theſe politick heads, who ſtudie only to deſtroy Kings | « 
and pervert kingdomcs; of many, theſe few were molt | « 
conſiderable: Firſt, thar they ſhould all imploy their | 
wits for the perverſion of his Myjeftie, our Sovcraigne . \ 
Lord, and contribute for the lcvyirg of an armie, un- | \ 
der pretext of giving affiltance to ſome conftederate t 
Prince, and therewith to force libertic of conſcience: ! 
This opinion was rejc&ed'as dangerous, till all things £ 
were ſurer, and their faction ſtronger: 2. Thatif | h 
[8 

> 

s 

N 
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they could not attaine to their purpoſe with his Maje. 
ſtie, they ſhould endeavour to ger two Jeſuits in ous . 
Prince his ſervice, for his Graces inſtruction, and edy- 
cation in poperie: 3. That penſions ſhould be given 
by mediate wayes, through the Vniyerlities, and other . 
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parts wherethcy might work cher ends: 4. Yet this | 
was all thought litile of, by one of our Countriemen,. 
who adviſed them to ſet their .whole mindes for the, | 
perverſion of England; which being neerer tothemin | 1 
points of doctrine, torme of ſervice, worſhip, and cc- 
clefiaſticall government, they might work lurer, and. 
with greater hope of prevailing, then with his Coun- 
triemcn, whom heaflured to be of a ſtubborn nature, 
| dangerous ro be dealt with, and great Puritans, dire- 
' RQly oppoſite to the church of Rome: And: +119 0 
nothing more ſhould be deſired of them, but conters = _ 
mitie in matters.of religion with Eng/and, which the 
Engliſh church would gladiy wiſh, as 11 ſhe were a mo-: 
ther church whereof others did flow; neither could his 
Countricmen deny it,in rc{pe& of his Majeities Siip:e=, 
maciezand of the,union of tie two Crowns and King. 
domes, that they both might have but one Lora, one. 
faith,one baptiſme,8 one King. For the execution of his 
counſell, he proponed mutuall intelligence to be pro- 
cured betwixt England and Rowe, which ſhortly after. 
was begun by an 1:alian prieſt, a great poutician, well: 
verſed in the Frexch tongue, called 11 Signor Gregorts, 
who ſtayed more as..an yearandan half in Lozdentor . 
that effect, and with whom 7 conferred in his owne, 
ludging, in the Convent gardenat Londonzand withtwo:. 
ercat men of our. nagion, and now continueth there- 
himfclf, with gre:t grudge to both the kingdomes, 
lceingthis nwutuall intelligence was never heard of be- 
twixt Rome and us,fince the Cardinals Woiſey and Tolws. 
dayes neither 1s it neceſſarie, as-Statefmen- may ſees. 
Now, not Covenanter, is thy curioſitie ſatisfied? This: 
1 know, and more, looke thou to it in time; and bee : 
NOFE --: 
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10 One Of tli- fe, who for vanitie or other ends vvill 
bee choughr fiogulare againſt Gods caule, and thy 
ovvi1e promile in baptiſme. 

AndI willend this diſcourſe, thatmy enemies ſay 
not thar I minde to part difſenſion berwixr Proteſtants 
and CONE. formiſts , letting our neighbours England 


and 1reland fee fome of the dangers wherein they ttand 
of that Romane autichriſt, and his congregation de exo 


tirpanda fide, Firſt then, yee ſtand both in danger as 
well as we, of theſe our related dangers; eſpecially of 
that mutuall intelligence between Rome and Enzlayd, 
2. Of your Countrie mens affeion to Rome, if they 
be papiſts,for alleadgedrights of the popes upon you 
both, the one called Peters pennie,cthe other called Pe- 
ters patrimonie, +3. Your cxtreamegreatnumber of 
Jeſuits and other Prieſts, extending in Ezelaxt to five 
or ſix thouſand, fo thatthey are ſtriving among them- 
ſelves, and writing books-againſt other (which I my 
ſelf carried to Rome) for Biſhopricks myour Church, 
As for 1rclayd ithath fifreene papilts biſhops atone, 
This is agreat danger, 4, Your populous muftirude of 
Papiſts in you both, extending to many thouſands, ſo 
thac Iam of thatminde, that in England the people (if 


notalreadie) may ſhortlie defirea Getierall Aﬀemblie, 
for libertie of conſcience. 5. The educationof your 


Nobilitieatſchooles in forrainecountrizs,who having 
drunke in the dodtrine of iniquitie from their rehder 
age, are both more perverſe in themſelyes, and more 


dangcrons, bringing in their frierids mga ues 


their Prieſts to perdition with them. 6. That which 
is tobe lamented of all, thar you have good lawes, 
. both of you, againſt Papiſts, and very good reaforito 
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execute them; bur alace, money vreak them, grant 47 - 
to all Papiits a pecuniall libertie of conſ{cien-e. and . 
preſent banjſhmenr to all theſe poore reformed Chris | 
ſtians , who will. nor.conforme with you, and that 
which is to b:Jaughen, -or rather wecepcd at, that yee 
would blinde pcoples.eyes with your {carchers,gowg 
onthe one {ide:to apprenend pricits, and pumiſh pa- 
pilts; and on the other {1de; to have your cultomers to 
receave Moneyes, and. give diſcharges for libertic of 
papiltrie, O -God! who doth nat evidenclie perceave 
_ theſemonſtruous dangers,and nat oppoſe himlelf wich 
all his power to them, it there remaine but a ſponk. 
of truc Chriſtjanitie.in hime- Truclie-who doth it nar, .. 
I mult of neceſſicie think him an internal papilt. 
 Thelaſtdanger of all the three kingdomes is Pe:/f-. 
ons, whereot we may canfider fourthings.: 1. The - 
ojver, 2, Theperſons to whomthey arc given. 3, The - 
quantitie of the ſummes.. 4. And the end wherefore -. 
they are given. There is certainlie penſions given in | 
the Countrie, for prieſts and intelligencers, and our of 
| the Countrie, for Semenaries and correſpondents of - 
theſe incelligencers ; but rocometothe particulars. - 
1. Thegiversare the houſe of Au#r14,and theforeſaid | 
Congregation, de extirpanda fide: - 2. The perſons . 
to whom it is givenin Sco:lapd, ro my knowledgeare + 
the P rieſts ( whereof T7 vvas one_ the man that goeth - 
for ir, and the theſayrer or keeper, I knovv the. 
names and reſidences of the reſt ; and had fer then 
dovvn heere, if I hadnor declared them ſuffticienthp 
by vvrit alreadie: And if therebe givenpenfionsroa- 
ny other as totheſe,the ſuperiour vvith his counſellours 
and the Treaſurer knovy iz, for ze Tknove.por; but 
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this I am aſlured of, that there was more fent tnto the © : 
country,than was beſtowed upon the foreſaid perſons. 3 
The quantitic /z camzalo is beft kaowa to them, I being 
none of the Supzriours counfellours, in reſpet of my _ 
travels for the miſſion, the quantitie that we who were 


Prieſts gote, was an hundred crowns in the yeer from 
| Rome, and cighteene pence every day from* Spazne,bes 
' fides our purchaſe by our Ma{es, Confeſſi-ns, and Tar- 


dons, which was more orleſſe,conformeto out imploy. | 
ment, and theperſons with whom wedealt..4.:Laſtly, | 
ina word the cnd of theſe gifts is pretended zeal and 
picty, but truely intended Hrerarchie of Rome; and Mo. 
narchie of Spaine, which may appear by the depoſtti- 
on of M. George Key and the Jeſuits Avercrambie, Crich. 
Zr, and Gordoan» with three Noblemensletrers inter. 
cepted with him, and regitftrat inthis town,the year of 


_ God r592.by his penſions givento us,and hispretend- 


edrights over our native countries. If this benot an - 
evident danger to ſuffer fo many forraine Princes-pen« 
fioners in your boſome, God feeto itih his own'itime g 
and give me grace thar I may follow my ſincere and 


| heartiereſolution;thatarthe houre of my death,7 may 
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ſay wirh the Apoſtle, I have fourht a good fiebt; IT have 
finiſhed my courſe; 1have keent the fatth? hencefoorth there 
i laid up for me a crown of righteonſne/ſe which the Lord 
the righteous judge ſhall give me at thatday ; &c. And1I 
ſhall.be ſurely one of theſe,zto who my blefled Saviour 
ſhall ſayin that day,Comeyee bleſſed of mp Father ;#nhertt 
the kingdome prepared for you fromthe foundation of the 
world. To this gratious Father, vvith his bleſfed Song 
and the holy Ghoſt, beall povver praiſe, and glory, 
honour, and dominion, for ever. Amen, © + + 
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